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Senior former government officials, dignitaries 
join thousands of Iranians in Berlin:

In an international 
conference in Berlin, 
on March 19, senior 
US officials under 
Clinton, Bush and 
Obama administrations, 
political figures and 
other personalities from 
European and Arab 
countries expressed 
support for the Iran 
uprising underlining need 
to adopt an effective 
policy to counter Tehran’s 
efforts to exploit the 
turmoil in the Middle East.  

Support uprising in Iran and defend rights of Ashraf residents
End trade with Revolutionary Guards affiliated firms

Impose sanctions on officials responsible for rights abuses 

Standing with Maryam Rajavi from left in first row:  Michael Mukasey, Sid Ahmed Ghozali, 
Günter Verheugen, Patrick Kennedy, Otto Bernhardt, Hille Gosejacob-Rolf. From left in Top row: 
Peter pace, Louis Freeh, Leo Dautzenberg, Howard Dean, Hugh Shelton, Andreas Schmidt, 
Christoph Degenhart, Mitchell Reiss, Volker Schneider.
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Otto Bernhardt
Finance spokesman of Christian Democratic/ Social Christian 
group of German Bundestag (2005-2009)
The time has come for the EU and America to recognize the legitimate 
resistance of the Iranian people. The iconic symbol of the Iranian 
resistance is Ashraf and it is imperative to have humanitarian support 
and guarantee of safety and security.

Governor Howard Dean
Former Chair of Democratic National Committee 
President Rajavi spoke about her belief in an Iran which stressed human 
rights, particularly human rights for women, particularly human rights 
for members of all religious faiths. Madam Rajavi does not sound like a 
terrorist to me. She sounds like a President, and her organization should 
not be listed as a terrorist organization. We should be recognizing her as 
the President of Iran. 
The first thing we need is to make sure that 3,400 innocent civilians are 
protected in Ashraf. We owe it to the 3,400 civilians to make sure that 
they are protected when we pull our troops out at the end of this year. 
In order for that to happen we must delist the MEK. 
This extraordinary speech that Madam President has just given would be, 
we would hope, the basis for a new government in Iran. And the United 
States has a special obligation here because as we leave Iraq we do not 
want the blood of 3,400 innocent civilians on our hands. And it would be 
our responsibility if something happens to the people of Camp Ashraf. 
I am here today to stand up for the people of Ashraf because I do not 
want a humanitarian catastrophe when we pull our troops out. And we 
can do something about it.
The three things we must do are:
1) We must ask the State Department to do what every other nation on 
the face of the earth with the exception of Canada and Australia and 
the government of Iran itself have done, which is to de-list the MEK and 
recognize them as a legitimate and democratic opposition force in Iran.
2) We must not permit the government of Iraq, which we are responsible 
for, to oppress others including the 3,400 people in Ashraf. We must take 
full responsibility for the protection of the people in Camp Ashraf as a 
United States responsibility.
3)We must recognize a democratic provisional government that we have. 
We do not recognize any government in Iran right now, for good reason. 
I propose that we do recognize a government in Iran that you have just 
heard from the President.

Patrick Kennedy
Son of late Senator Edward Kennedy,
Member of Congress until 2011 

Maryam Rajavi, Thank you for your leadership in our time. My uncle 
50 years ago came to Berlin, to utter the words: “Ich bin ein Berliner.” 
– Today I come back to a free and united Berlin to this National Council 
of Resistance of Iran and repeat his immortal words with just a small 
change:  “I am an Iranian – I am an Ashraf citizen.” 
My answer to the President’s call for action when Maryam Rajavi said 
that we should have sanctions against Iran, I think we should and my 
answer is: “Yes”. When she said we ought to have a war crimes tribunal 
for those responsible of Evin prison – the famous torture chamber in 
Iran that is seen the death and torture of too many who struggled to 
see a new Iran, I say: “Yes to the war crimes tribunal that you called 
for.”   
When you point out the very real disconnect between us fighting 
against terrorism, against Ahmadinejad, and then also calling MEK, 
which is opposing Ahmadinejad, a terrorist group, I say: “Yes, let’s 
repeal the listing of MEK as a terrorist organization that only serves 
the current regime.”

General Peter pace
Chairman,  Joint Chiefs of Staff (2005-2007)
What I know, what I have read and what I have been able to discern 
all that tells me that the MEK does not deserve to be titled a terrorist 
organization. Why my country has not taken the MEK off the terrorist 
list. Why they are there? If in fact I know everything there’s to know 
then de-list  them, if there is something else out there that is not public 
put it on the public record so we can deal with it and understand it and 
grapple with it and answer the questions to  people’s satisfaction. 
The fact that the current regime in Iran obsesses over the MEK is a 
huge point in the MEK´s favor. And if this regime is against the MEK 
that means that the MEK stands for what the president elect has said 
it stands for. 
The individuals in camp Ashraf deserve to be protected. We in the 
USA made a promise to them when they voluntarily laid down their 
arms and went into the camp that there will be protected. I do not 
understand what now 240 loudspeakers do in the form of protection. 
What is the positive reason for those speakers? I can’t think of one. 
The individuals within that camp deserve to be protected.
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General Hugh Shelton
Chairman,  Joint Chiefs of Staff (1997-2001)
I find it quite appalling that the change that is taking place in Libya today, 
the international community is actually starting to support the resistance 
movement without really fully understanding what is behind that and 
yet has not embraced the MEK who has a secular platform that has just 
been outlined by Madam President. There is great irony, I find, in the way 
that is working. 
The largest organised resistance to Iran’s current regime has been declared 
a foreign terrorist organisation by the US which, in my opinion, is a mistake 
and one that needs to be rectified today, not tomorrow but today. 
The MEK could potentially head a well-financed resistance movement, 
not dependent on the international community, and the MEK is the only 
organised group that has a secular platform calling for a secular system 
in Iran. I would submit that we should embrace the ideals, the objectives 
and the goals that have been laid out by Madam President and we need 
to do that today. 
That brings me to Camp Ashraf. We owe the people in Camp Ashraf 
protection that is guaranteed by international principle, to protect the 
people. The US promised protection to them and now we watch as 
the Iraqis increase the number of loudspeakers shouting obscenities at 
women and children, up to 240.
The current Iranian regime does not need to be mollified, it does not need 
to be changed, it does not need to do anything but to be replaced. And 
it needs to be replaced by a resistance movement led by the MEK. By a 
movement that has a platform of human rights, by a movement that has 
a platform of democracy. 

Judge Michael Mukasey
Former U.S. Attorney General (2007-2009)
There is simply no basis in law or in fact for continuing MEK on the U.S. 
State Department list of foreign terrorist organisations. 
Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, expressed support of the thousands 
of protestors in Iran’s capital and said that the Obama administration 
supports the aspiration of the people who are on the streets. She also 
called attention to the hypocrisy of the Iranian regime, which praise the 
uprisings in Egypt and Tunisia even at its suppressed opposition at home. 
But it is time for us to overcome our own hypocrisy in hearings of our 
policy regarding MEK and it is within Secretary Clinton’s power to do 
just that. A Court of Appeals in the district of Colombia has told her to 
reconsider the designation of MEK. 

Removing the designation along with the Libya resolution would provide 
powerful basis for getting international protection for Ashraf. MEK’s 
platform for Iran is for a secular government, based on democratic 
principles, a government that upholds the rights and the dignity of 
women and that is free of nuclear weapons. The United States has no 
business maintaining an organisation that stands for those principles on 
a list of organisations designated as terrorists. That should end now.

Günter Verheugen
European Commissioner (1999-2009)
German Minister of State in foreign affairs department (1998-1999)
Supporting the Iranian people is an objective reality; I am referring to 
Camp Ashraf. I am asking the 27 EU states in Brussels to warn Iraq that 
the situation is not tolerable. We cannot expect EU taxpayers to invest 
millions in reconstructing a country in which Human Rights and values 
are being trampled on day by day in Ashraf. The residents of Ashraf 
must be protected. We, members of the European Union must make a 
clear and specific choice, and that is to side with what is Right.

Mitchell Reiss
Former Director of Policy Planning, Department of State 
The recent events in the Middle East have demonstrated how poor we 
are at predicting particular uprisings this means the day that we see 
the end of the regime in Tehran may be closer than we realize.
But as I said before it is not enough to hope that this day will come , we 
need to work to hasten its arrival so what can the United States do:
First the Obama administration should continue to tighten the 
economic noose around the regime and lobby other governments 
especially  in Europe to do the same, secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
has stated that  the sanctions are having an impact on Iran’s economic 
behavior. 
Second the United States needs to separate its criticism of Iranian 
officials from Iranian people. Effort to expose corruption at the highest 
levels of the Iranian regime would be a good start.
Third the Obama administration needs to give its wholehearted 
support to the Iranian opposition. 
Finally the United States needs to de-list the MEK immediately, there 
is little time to spare, we all know that the people at Camp Ashraf are 
being harassed and phonologically intimidated daily. The time to help 
the suffering people at Camp Ashraf is now the time  to de-list the MEK 
is now.
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150 Members of German Bundestag 
Support Iranian Resistance

Mr. Leo Dautzenberg (Member of German 
Bundestag from 1998-2011) handed 
over the statements by 150 members 
of Bundestag on the humanitarian 
protection of Iranian dissidents in Camp 
Ashraf, removal of the PMOI from the US 
terror list and to stop executions in Iran.

Louis Freeh
Director of FBI (1993-2001) 
The MEK needs to be delisted immediately. The heroes in Camp Ashraf 
must be protected by the United Nations and the United States, 
as promised. And thirdly, the voices and sacrifices and patriots and 
freedom fighters in Iran, many of whom are in this room with us this 
evening, have to be protected and supported by the United States of 
America.
When I was first asked to look at the situation with respect to the MEK, 
when I was first asked to speak and raise my voice on behalf of not 
just President Rajavi but all other heroes who have worked on this, I 
did what many years of training has taught me to do; I went back and I 
talked with my former colleagues, and I asked them a simple question: 
“Is there any reason why I shouldn’t be speaking out on behalf of MEK?” 
And I got no reason at all.
There is nobody fighting to keep this organization on the Foreign 
Terrorist list except our Secretary of State through her department and 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
We are very proud of our Secretary of State. We are very delighted that 
she took time to meet with the Libyan resistance movement just a few 
days ago. We would like her to delist this organization and meet with 
Madam Rajavi in the United States of America. And when you come 
Madam, I would be honored to give you a tour of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. 

Sid Ahmed Ghozali
Former Prime Minister of Algeria
Ashraf has been turned into a big prison. Each day that passes the 
residents are in prison and under torture and suffer the siege (Imposed 
by al-Maliki forces). It was the US, which took away their defense 
mechanism and arms and guaranteed their safety and security instead. 
It has therefore full legal, moral and political responsibility for their 

situation. In fact, the Iranian regime is challenging US commitment to 
principles by increasing pressure on Ashraf. Ashraf is iconic symbol of the 
Iranian resistance and for this is pressured and faces a humanitarian
Catastrophe. Ashraf and delisting of the PMOI, is a test of credibility for 
the US and International community. The situation must end. Free the 
PMOI and let Iranian popular movements bring an end to this regime. 
This is the only option for the crisis.

Prof. Christoph Degenhart
Chair. Department of Constitutional Law, University of Leipzig
In a legal opinion, former Vice Chair of the High Court of the Federal 
Republic of Germany and jurist, Winfried Hassamer stated that this 
proscription is not justifiable. He also emphasizes hat the PMOI is 
totally in accordance with democratic laws and that the listing has 
violated basic rights of this organization, including; freedom of speech 
and gathering. Independent Judges also announced on 10 October 
2010; PMOI does not have a violent agenda and is stern and genuine in 
aligning with our Constitutional Laws. I would like to tell our American 
friends that I am confident that US judges and courts , will decide 
precisely on these lawful values.

Gesine Schwan
Presidential Candidate in Germany (2004 and 2009)
Reality is an effective tool. Reality is informing people of the deplorable 
situation of Camp Ashraf. Ashraf is not a death Camp, but then again it 
is under horrendous conditions. We must do all we can to end the evil 
torture through loudspeakers, the degrading and shattering of spirits of 
the people who are there, some of whom have served prison for their 
beliefs.
Reality is an important tool, and experience shows that we must always 
inform public opinion about Iranian pro democracy forces who are 
fighting for Freedom and Democracy.

Maryam Rajavi
President-elect
National Council of Resistance of Iran
Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, President-elect of the Iranian 
Resistance, the keynote speaker at this gathering, noted 
that the only way to end the horrific ordeals of the Iranian 
people and removal of the main terrorist threat in the world 
was regime change in its entirety and establishment of 
democracy in Iran. “The only leverage to achieve this goal 
is the third option, namely democratic change by Iranian 

people and their organized resistance. ” she said. 
While criticizing the Western governments’ approach against change in Iran, Mrs. 
Rajavi added: Three successive governments in the United States have helped the 
regime to stay power by maintaining the PMOI on the blacklist. This destructive policy 
that has continued in past two years bore devastating consequences for the Iranian 
people and resistance. Repeated attacks of agents of the regime against Ashraf has 
caused many deaths and injuries among the PMOI members.
In reference to rapid developments in the region, Mrs. Rajavi called on all Western 
governments to stay on the right track of the history and asked the international 
community:
1. Stop the purchase of oil from the mullahs and thus refrain from participating in 
providing the funding for the Iranian people’s suppression by the regime.
2. Initiate the necessary proceedings to issue an international arrest warrant against 
Khamenei for committing crimes against humanity.
3.Remove the terrorist label from the PMOI and recognize the Iranian people’s 
Resistance.
4. Undertake the necessary steps to bring down the loudspeakers around the premises 
of Ashraf, end the psychological torture of the residents, end their oppressive 
siege, especially the criminal medical restrictions. The US and the UN must assume 
the protection of Ashraf. We urging the international community to take urgent 
measures. 


