
Actual Number of Coronavirus Fatalities 
Compared with Iran Regime Figures  

A report on COVID-19 crisis in Iran
April 2020

Published by 

The Foreign Affairs Committee

National Council of Resistance of Iran



Actual Number of Coronavirus Fatalities 
Compared with Iran Regime Figures  

A report on COVID-19 crisis in Iran
April 2020

Published by 

Foreign Affairs Committee

National Council of Resistance of Iran



Table of Contents

Introduction4

5

6

19

23

Executive summary

Chapter 1: 
Reports from inside the regime and the MEK network in Iran

Chapter 2: 
The regime’s public stances and reports on figures

Chapter 3: 
Evaluation and analysis of Media Outlets

• Reports from Tehran province
• Reports from Qom Province
• Reports from Gilan Province
• Reports from Isfahan Province
• Reports from Mazandaran Province
• Reports from Golestan Province
• Reports from Khorasan Razavi Province
• Reports from Qazvin Province
• Reports from Yazd Province 
• Reports from West Azerbaijan Province
• Reports from other provinces 

• Arrest and trial of  suppressive organ’s individuals who disclosed the number 
of  fatalities

• Confession to hush up the real figures for security reasons
• Rouhani’s lies; his concern and anger before the real figures

• Conclusion



NCRI Foreign Affairs Committee

Introduction

The Iranian regime 
acknowledged 
the coronavirus 
outbreak after 

several weeks of  cover-up, 
leaving the Iranian people 
uninformed and defenseless 
against the virus to ensure 
a high turnout in the rallies 
marking the anniversary 
of  coming to power on 
February 11 and in the sham 
parliamentary elections on 
February 21. To hide the 
real scale of  the coronavirus 
outbreak, the regime is also 
engaged in a cover-up by 
releasing false figures and 
refusing to warn Iranians 
about the dimensions of  this 
threat.  

Everywhere else in the 
world, the population and 

the government are united 
in the campaign to combat 
the virus. In Iran, the Iranian 
people and the regime are on 
two different sides.  

The following study has 
been compiled based on 
hundreds of  documents 
from within the regime 
organs and includes classified 
information as well as field 
reports by the network of  
the People’s Mojahedin 
Organization of  Iran 
(PMOI/MEK) in different 
cities and provinces. It aims 
to compare the actual figures   
COVID-19 casualties in 
Iran with those released by 
the regime. The comparison 
will lay bare the extent of  
the regime’s cover-up as 
regards the impact of  the 

coronavirus in Iran.   

In examining reports 
and statistics, only 
definitive reports that 
were corroborated by 
several credible sources 
have been taken into 
consideration. Given the 
difficulty of  obtaining 
all the details because of  
the Iranian regime’s tight 
censorship and efforts to 
prevent dissemination of  
information, the figures 
provided by the Iranian 
Resistance is lower than 
those floating on social 
media or reported by citizen 
journalists.   

4

A nurse cares for patients in a ward dedicated for people infected with the coronavirus, at Forqani Hospital in Qom, Iran
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Executive summary

“Physician from a Tehran hospital who 
did not want to reveal his/her name,” 
the regime’s strategy is to “keep the 
statistics at the lowest level possible.”

The first chapter 
of  this report 
sheds light on 
the spread of  

coronavirus in Iran and its 
casualties. It explores the 
statistical analysis of  reports 
obtained from across the 
country where the spread 
of  the virus was confirmed. 
Examination of  reports in 
every province shows that 
the figures reported by the 
regime are five to ten times 
smaller than the actual 
figures. After its delegation 
returned from Tehran, the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) declared on March 
17 that the actual number 
of  people infected with 
coronavirus in Iran is five 
times larger than what the 
regime has announced. The 
gap between the truth and 

the regime’s facts is widening 
as Iran’s coronavirus crisis 
unfolds.

The second chapter 
examines admissions made 
by regime officials in state-
run media and proves 
that even the regime’s 
own officials admit that 
their official statistics are 
fabricated and untrue. 
Meanwhile, the regime is 
systematically arresting 
and punishing anyone who 
provides actual information 
about the coronavirus 
outbreak. The regime’s senior 
officials have resorted to an 
engineering a campaign of  
lies. As the French daily Le 
Monde quoted a “physician 
from a Tehran hospital who 
did not want to reveal his/
her name,” the regime’s 
strategy is to “keep the 

statistics at the lowest level 
possible.”

In the third chapter, we 
will examine the opinion of  
experts and international 
media about the regime’s 
lies, which prove that the 
regime’s falsehoods about the 
coronavirus crisis is a known 
fact to the international 
community.

The regime’s long-term 
and criminal cover-up is 
the main cause of  the rapid 
spread of  the virus in Iran, 
the death of  thousands, and 
the spread of  the virus to 
other countries in the Middle 
East region. This means 
that, in addition to exporting 
terrorism and violence, the 
regime is also spreading 
coronavirus in the Middle 
East.  

The French daily Le Monde quoted 
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Chapter 1
RepoRts fRom inside the Regime and the 
meK netwoRK in iRan

In this section, we will examine reports obtained directly from regime officials 
and institutions as well as information gathered from hospitals and medical 
centers by the MEK’s nationwide network.
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RepoRts fRom tehRan pRovince

• A report from a private meeting of  the Tehran Municipality Crisis Management Council 
in early March states that the actual number of  deaths in provinces that have announced 
COVID-19 casualties is at least 10 times the official figure. This is because the people who 
contracted coronavirus, felt sick and were hospitalized had been infected for at least 17 
days and had been spreading the virus in their communities. Therefore, the real number 
of  deaths is 10 times larger than the official figure, and the number of  people who have 
contracted the virus is at least 100 times larger. (I fail to see the logic. What does the length 
of  time have to do with the number of  causalities?) _

• In a private meeting on March 16, one of  the executives of  the health ministry said that in 
Qom and Gilan provinces, half  of  the population had contracted the virus and in Tehran, 
the infection had reached 20 to 30 percent. It is expected that the spread will reach its peak 
by April 20, and then it will decline. This official put the death toll over 2,500 on March 16. 
(On the same day, the officially announced death toll was 853 across the country.) The same 
official said that this count was based on the number of  people who had tested positive 
for COVID-19, but the actual number of  deaths was much higher. The actual figure was 
not being made public to avoid frightening the people (1). The initial internal assessment of  
the health ministry projects the death toll to be about 35,000-45,000, and 70 percent of  the 
population to contract the virus.

• Nahid Khodakarami, the president of  the health committee of  Tehran’s city council said 
in a private meeting on March 1, “Yesterday, I said that there might be 10,000 coronavirus cases in 
Tehran. The IRGC intelligence department called me and objected that why I had given this figure? I said, 
sir, until when do you want to cover up? This is already being said in the society, and when I mention it, 
it will calm things down. Let transparently say this to the people. This disease is not a security issue and 
you don’t need to call me and say why did you say this. I didn’t give an expert opinion…” (The official 
figure announced by the regime on March 1, was 53 deaths and 978 coronavirus cases.)

• - According to a classified report about the burial of  coronavirus victims in Behesht-e 
Zahra cemetery (the main cemetery in Tehran), which was also quoted in part in the March 
21 statement of  the NCRI, “In Tehran at least 1,250 victims were buried in Behesht-e Zahra by 
March 18. A large number of  Coronavirus victims have been buried ostensibly under other causes. Several 
workers at the mortuary, including five women, who worked in sections not designated for Coronavirus 
victims, were infected with the virus. More than 100 people who are dying of  coronavirus are being 
transferred to Behesht-e-Zahra on a daily basis. A contract to dig 10,000 new graves in the cemetery has 
recently been signed.”

• The complementary information of  the abovementioned report includes the following: 
“The staff  of  this cemetery have been burying coronavirus victims nonstop for an entire month (since mid-
February). They are exhausted because this cemetery has been designed for 160 burials per day, but due to 
the coronavirus epidemic, the number of  daily deaths is over 300 people. This means 100-150 of  the dead 
are coronavirus victims. Many people are being buried in this cemetery as non-coronavirus victims because 
the cause of  their death was not recognized, but they had been infected with coronavirus.”

1 - As this official has stressed, the number of  people who have tested positive and have later died is 2,500, but the real number of  
people who had died of  coronavirus at the time was more than 5,500, as was stipulated in the NCRI’s statement on the same day.
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• The regime’s security institutions have instructed hospital management to bury coronavirus 
victims in different parts of  cemeteries to hide the number of  people who are dying from 
coronavirus, because if  the actual death count is revealed, it will cause anger and uprisings 
in society. According to the same report, the number of  people buried in Tehran is 
normally equal to a sixth of  the entire deaths across the country.

• According to the report by the cemetery management, Khamenei’s fatwa (edict) that 
washing the bodies of  coronavirus victims is mandatory has contaminated the waters of  
morgues and has spread coronavirus to he staff  and the people. Given the political nature 
of  Khamenei’s fatwa those in the cemetery cannot  disobey it.

Note: On March 18, 2020, the regime’s official death count was 1,135. A statistical comparison 
with the number of  coronavirus victims buried in Behesht-e Zahra (given that at the time the 
figure of  1,250 is a sixth of  the total count of  the country, in brought the total figure to 7,500) 
shows that the real number of  dead across the country was about seven times the official figure 
at that time.(2)

• According to a report from February 25, 2020, four doctors in Tehran’s Firuzgar hospital 
contracted COVID-19, including Dr. Emadi, the vice-president of  the hospital, Dr. Laly, 
Dr. Mojtaba Maleki, the head of  the ENT department, and Dr. Khansari, digestive system 
specialist. According to the reports obtained from the respiratory department of  Firuzgar 
hospital, lung patients were being referred to the doctors of  this section two months 
earlier (early January) and these patients had coronavirus symptoms. According to the 
same report, Dr. Kazemzadeh, the senior lung specialist of  the Imam hospital in Tehran, 
had also contracted coronavirus and had been quarantined. The same report states that 
a pharmacist from the Abu Reyhan Clinic (supervised by the Welfare Department) had 
been suffering from fever for 10 days and tested positive for COVID-19. But the security 
department of  the hospitals have been telling the doctors and health ministry authorities to 
not release the actual number of  coronavirus cases and deaths to avoid causing stress in the 
society.

Note: This report shows the widespread scale of  the coronavirus outbreak in Tehran on 
February 25 and proves that coronavirus cases had been seen in Iran at least in late January.

The documents obtained from Tehran’s emergency department show that there was a large 
number of  coronavirus case in Tehran in February. The NCRI’s Committee on Security and 
Counterterrorism said in a statement: “National Emergency Organization documents show 
several Iranian employees worked at the Chinese embassy in Tehran had Coronavirus.   And at 
least one had returned from China.” According to the same documents, one of  these patients 
had returned from China on January 16 and had been infected with coronavirus.

• Examples of  reports obtained from the MEK’s network inside Iran: 

• March 4: Some 56 people died in Khomeini Hospital and 21 died in Rasoul Akram 
Hospital. 

• March 5: 18 people die of  in Tehran’s Imam Hossein Hospital, coronavirus every 
day. In Pakdasht (south Tehran), 11 people died of  coronavirus.

• March 9: In Daneshvari Hospital, in Tehran’s Darabad district, 33 people died of  
coronavirus.

• March 11: In Tehran’s Khomeini Hospital 28 people, and in Daneshvari Hospital 36 
people have died of  coronavirus.

• March 27: In Sharif  Hospital 56 people died of  coronavirus in two days,. 

2 - In its March 18 statement, the NCRI declared the number of  coronavirus deaths across the country to be 6,400
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RepoRts fRom Qom pRovince

• In a secret session held on March 1, to evaluate the coronavirus situation, Alireza Zakani, a 
member of  the regime’s Majlis (parliament) from Qom said up to that day 180 people had 
been killed because of  COVID-19 in Qom alone. On this day, the spokesperson for the 
regime’s Health Minister said 54 people had died of  coronavirus nationwide.

• In a report issued by a regime official dating March 7 from a morgue washing center in 
Behesht-e Masoumeh (the main cemetery in Qom indicates there are 200 to 300 dead 
bodies inside the facility.)(3)

• Based on an internal report from the cemetery in Qom, 500 coronavirus victims were 
buried in this cemetery up to March 9.(4) Due to the fact that the morgue in this cemetery 
did not have the capacity to maintain all the dead bodies taken there, authorities have 
launched an effort to build a new morgue at this site. A number of  instructors in Qom’s 
religious schools have died and are buried in this cemetery. One of  the cemetery officials 
said, “No minister or government official dares to come to Qom. They’re terrified themselves and they are 
feeling such areas.”

• Another report received on March 17 from the cemetery in Qom (Behesht-e Masoumeh) 
indicates that Dr. Ghadiri (head of  health and treatment facilities in Qom Province) made 
an assessment of  the coronavirus victims and said for now the number of  deaths is high 
and increasing. Khalili, head of  the religious students helping to bury the dead in Qom, has 
gone to Tehran and met with officials of  the Iranian capital’s Behesht-e Zahra Cemetery 
to allow the transfer of  a number of  Qom’s COVID-19 victims to Tehran. However, 
Behesht-e Zahra cemetery did not approve, citing the high number of  deaths is higher than 
the cemetery’s capacity.

• Based on reports received from Iran’s National Cemetery Management Association, on 
March 18 around 60 people had died of  coronavirus in Qom Province (the total of  all 
provincial cemeteries).

• Facts obtained from reports from inside Iran:(5) On March 2, an eyewitness reported that 
in less than half  an hour, 17 coronavirus victims were transferred to the Qom Cemetery. 
On March 4, 15 Pakistanis killed by the coronavirus were buried in the Qom Cemetery. On 
the same day 73 people in Kamkar Hospital and 41 in Forghani Hospital lost their lives to 
coronavirus. A local resident in Qom reported on March 7 that 500 new graves had been 
prepared for coronavirus victims. On March 7 15 died in  Qom’s Beheshti Hospital along 
. Security units were present in large numbers and no one was allowed to obtain news 
reports. A senior official of  the Qom Medical Sciences University who said in an interview 
with a TV reporter that he was not permitted to provide the number of  deaths was later 
placed under house arrest by security force. On March 18, one of  the personnel working 
for a service institution said 950 people had been buried in Qom up to that day. 

3 - The reason bodies were kept in the morgue washing center was that according to the given instruction only bodies should 
be buried as coronavirus dead who had been tested positive and it is for sure that they had been died due to coronavirus. This 
procedure sometimes takes up to 10 days, and hence the bodies are kept until the test result is received. 
4 - The official number of  those died due to coronavirus as announced by the spokesman of  the Health Ministry on March 9 
across the country was 239, whereas the number of  the coronavirus dead buried in Qom cemetery up till this date was 500. 

- When we look at the regime’s reports, none of  these figures have been registered.
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RepoRts fRom gilan pRovince

• Based on a report from the Gilan provincial governorate on March 8, Iran’s northern 
provinces the virus has spread there, with Gilan being the epicenter.. Up to that day 408 
people had died of  COVID-19 and 1,860 had been hospitalized.(6)

• Segments of  reports provided by the MEK network in northern Iran: On March 1, nine 
individuals in the Qaem Hospital in Rasht, three in Kiashahr, two in Amlash, three in 
Astaneh, and six in Lahijan had died of  coronavirus. The death toll in various cities of  
Gilan Province on March 1 and 2: six deaths in Hashtbar, three in Rezvanshahr, six in 
Shandermen, and two in Masal.

On March 3, five deaths in Sume-e Sara, and eight in Fumen and nearby areas.

On March 5, four deaths in Shanderman and two in Masal.

On March 6, 12 deaths in Razi Hospital of  Rasht and nine others in Velayat Hospital.

In Bandar Anzali, eleven people died on March 2 and eight others on March 3.

 Based on a report from a staff  member at the Vali Asr Military Hospital, three people had 
died of  coronavirus in this hospital on March 6 and at least 2,000 coronavirus patients 
were hospitalized throughout the city of  Rasht. On March 13, the mayor of  Rasht said in 
a private session that we currently have 30 dead bodies of  coronavirus victims and their 
relatives are not willing to receive their bodies. On March 14, twelve individuals died of  
COVID-19 in the city of  Rudsar. Three died the day before in Rahim Abad, and two to 
three people died of  coronavirus in each village. On March 14, up to 25 people were dying 
each day in Rasht. On March 17, nine people died of  coronavirus in Velayat Hospital of  
Rasht, six individuals in Razi, four individuals in Rasoul-e Akram and one in Aria hospitals.

The spread of  coronavirus in the cities of  Gilan Province have been so extensive that members 
of  parliament deputies from this province and state outlets have acknowledged this subject, or 
at least referred to the matter.

Gholamali Jafarzadeh, MP from Rasht, said on March 1 that circumstances in Gilan were more 
critical than other areas. Hospitals were packed with coronavirus patients and even the hallways 
were full of  patients. People with symptoms similar to coronavirus have died in various 
villages. No one has information about the exact number of  COVID-19 cases and deaths but 
the official numbers are more like a joke. (Khabar Fouri – March 1, 2020)

• On March 8 the Ruydad24 website cited this MP: “The cemeteries are full, and corpses are buried 
on top of  each other. I don’t want to cause fear and concern, but I do have to speak with clarity and say 
many people with coronavirus symptoms have died in this province. However, they’re not calculated in 
official stats due to the fact that they were not tested. In my opinion each day 30 to 40 people lose their lives 
in this province and the official numbers are not true. The lack of  true figures has left the depth of  this 
crisis from being known and unfortunately the number of  cases and deaths are increasing exponentially day 
by day.” (7)

• On March 9 the Jahane Sanat website cited another MP from Gilan by the name of  Farhad 
Lahouti saying, “A large number of  human beings are dying and we shouldn’t simply 

6 - The official statistics according to the Health Ministry’s spokesman on March 8 was 194 across the country. 
7 - https://www.rouydad24.ir/fa/news/206900
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accept the country’s official numbers because these stats are not true. Our death toll is 
much higher than the Health Ministry’s numbers. The situation in Gilan Province can be 
described as code red. If  the wave of  tourists into the province is not limited, we will be 
facing a deadly catastrophe. We should not forget that our physicians have a limited supply 
of  masks and gloves, and they’re dying due to supply shortages. Currently a large number 
of  medical specialists and staff  members in this province refuse to show up for work. One 
can’t blame them because there are no special necessities in our province, such as oxygen 
tanks and medicine.”(8)

• The state run IRNA news agency published a report on March 6 of  the conditions of  
coronavirus victims in this province while reminding local officials of  the censorship 
imposed on providing news in this regard. “Until Tuesday afternoon reports from local and 
unofficial sources indicate 20 to 25 people have died of  coronavirus in Pirouz (Lahijan) Hospital. 
However, official sources are not providing any information about the number of  deaths to the IRNA 
reporter, saying senior officials have banned them from any interviews. People do not believe the numbers 
delivered by officials and there is talk everywhere that conditions are worse than what is portrayed.” (9)

RepoRts fRom isfahan pRovince

• A March 16 report from the Isfahan Province Medical Management states that the number 
of  coronavirus deaths in Isfahan had reached 345 and patients suffering from breathing 
disorders are also counted in these stats. (Regime officials register a number of  coronavirus 
victims as patients dying from severe respiratory disease to thus decrease the number of  
COVID-19 deaths.)

• Based on an obtained report, Dr. Tahere Changiz, head of  the Medical Science University 
in Isfahan, said on March 15 in a session regarding coronavirus, “Now, with these numbers 
that we have and the escalating stats in Isfahan, at least 40 percent of  the entire population 
in Isfahan will be dealing with this illness, meaning two million people in the city and 
province will contaminated. This was terrifying for me. Well, 85 percent of  these people 
will have mild symptoms and will need to be quarantined at home. The remaining 15 
percent will need hospital beds and be hospitalized. We calculated that if  we intend to 
hospitalize this 15 percent, we will need around 200,000 beds, whereas the entire province 
of  Isfahan has 7,000 beds.” The report indicates that conditions are horrifying in the 
area from the city of  Khansar to Aran Bidgol. As a result, it is quite certain that with 
COVID-19 expanding in Isfahan like this, the numbers being reported are simply untrue 
and the number of  deaths from this illness are very high.

• A March 9 report from a medical institution in the city of  Kashan in Isfahan Province 
indicates 52 people had died of  coronavirus in this city. The number of  people COVID-19 
cases in Kashan was 560 at the time and all were hospitalized. Based on this report the 
actual number of  people with coronavirus in Kashan was three times higher (1,860 cases). 
The reason behind the fast spread of  this virus in Kashan was that regime officials were 
unable to stop commuting between the cities of  Qom and Kashan due to their close 
distance and many people in Kashan have family ties with the residents of  Qom.

8 - https://jahanesanat.ir/?p=38694
9 - https://www.irna.ir/news/83700800



• On March 14, the IRGC command report from Kashan states 560 people are hospitalized 
in this city and 170 have died of  COVID-19. There were 600 cases of  people released 
from hospitals, for example people who were held for four days and release. However, it 
is a known fact that coronavirus patients must be held 14 days before being released to go 
home. Considering the shortage in hospital beds, doctors were forced to release patients 
on orders to be quarantined at home. Based on this report more than 1,200 people were 
infected with COVID-19 in Kashan Bidgol.

• Based on a March 14 report from a cemetery in Kashan, 170 coronavirus victims were 
buried there. There were 40 other bodies in the morgue washing center that remained to 
be handled. The Beheshti Hospital of  Kashan has been allocated to coronavirus patients. 
However, due to the high number of  cases hospital staff  are asking new patients to remain 
quarantined at home.

• Reports obtained from the MEK network in Isfahan Province: On March 3, the city of  
Kashan (Isfahan Province) had 120 COVID-19 deaths and nearly 1,000 cases. On March 
16 the number of  deaths in the cities of  Aran and Bidgol of  Isfahan Province reached the 
100 count. On March 27, there were 13 deaths in Imam Hossein Hospital in the city of  
Golpayegan. A number of  others were sent to their hospital due to lack of  space in the 
hospital. No one knows how of  them have died. In Homayounshahr (Saddeh) of  Isfahan 
Province more than 70 people have died of  coronavirus. Relative authorities do not have 
space to hold their corpses and are looking to rent morgues.

The situation in Isfahan Province, and especially the cities of  Kashan and Aran & Bidgol, that 
have turned into coronavirus epicenters due to their close geographical distance to the city of  
Qom, have led local officials and MPs to confirm the above stated facts in their remarks.

For example, on March 9, Ali Akbar Mortezaie, the governor of  Kashan, in an interview with 
state TV, strongly questioned the regime’s officials COVID-19 figures by citing examples from 
the cities of  Aran and Bidgol. 88 people had died of  coronavirus and 1,056 were infected 
through the course of  18 days just in the cities of  Kashan and Aran & Bidgol. Whereas the 
Health Ministry was announcing on 15 deaths and 671 cases for Isfahan Province at the time. 
(Source: Mostaghel daily, 11 March 2020) (10)

Morteza Gharoudi, deputy governor of  Isfahan Province, said in a state TV interview on 
March 9: “Let me be frank… based on a report issued by the Health Ministry, the two cities of  Kashan and 
Aran & Bidgol had 88 deaths… There is this unfortunate number of  around 1,056 current cases of  this 
illness…” (This interview is abnormally cut off  at this point.)

On March 12, the state-run Entekhab daily cited Behrouz Kelidari, deputy dean of  Isfahan 
Medical Sciences University saying: “Isfahan ranks first in the speed of  the illness’ spread… Kashan has 
a complicated situation. With a population of  450,000 it has the same number of  casualties in comparison 
to the province’s population of  4.5 million. As a result, there is a possibility that our medical staff  could be 
facing obstruction difficulties. In Isfahan Province, at the same rate that the number of  new cases is on the rise, 
the number of  chronic patients in need of  ICU treatment is also on the rise. No city of  Isfahan Province is 
immune of  the coronavirus outbreak.”

NCRI Foreign Affairs Committee
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10 - http://www.mostaghelnewspaper.ir/paper/post/38909
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RepoRts fRom mazandaRan pRovince

A secret report from the Islamic Society’s representative office in Mazandaran Province on 
March 14 states: “Currently, 1300 people in the province are infected with the coronavirus, and the numbers 
are increasing by the day. The death toll in the province is more than 60-70. The victims include several 
professors from the province’s university and members of  the city’s Hezbollah forces. At present, many people 
are hospitalized and under quarantine. Most of  the dead are secretly buried, unless their families object.”
A report from the University of  Medical Sciences in Sari on March 15 states: “On March 14, 
more than 400 people were hospitalized. Another 370 people were hospitalized on March 13. From among 
the doctors and medical staff  in the province’s Medical Sciences University, the university’s dean Dr. Moussavi 
and doctors Ahangar, Barazandeh and Parsai (chief  of  staff  to the university’s dean) were infected with the 
coronavirus. Several other medical staff  also contracted the virus.”
A report via the MEK’s network in Mazandaran states: “On March 9, there were about 20 deaths 
in Babol, Sari and Qaemshahr. According to reports obtained on March 11, in Babol there are 15-20 deaths 
each day, and this figure is separate from that of  nearby villages whose death toll is not known. Another 
report dated March 15 states that in the past three days, there have been 10 coronavirus-related deaths per 
day in Qaemshahr. A report dated March 23 states that until now 54 people in Amol Hospital have died of  
the coronavirus. The spread of  the virus began from pilgrims who had returned from Qom. Six physicians – 
Seyyed Mozaffar Rabiei, Dr. Samadi, Dr. Niroui, Dr. Ibrahim Nejad, Dr. Tavason, and Dr. Babazadeh 
– and four staff  members of  the University of  Medical Sciences in Amol have died of  the coronavirus. On 
March 26, there were eight deaths in Darun Kala, a village near Qaemshahr, where there is a high coronavirus 
infection rate.”

RepoRts fRom golestan pRovince

A March 14 managerial report from one of  the treatment organizations in Golestan about part 
of  the course of  the disease in the first half  of  March states that within two weeks, some 790 
people became hospitalized. On the evening of  March 13 alone, 141 people were hospitalized. 
Today 564 people were being treated in the province’s hospitals, of  which 32 people lost their 
lives. There were other deaths whose cause is still being established. There were also some 
40 respiratory-related deaths which are thought to be coronavirus-related. The numbers are 
expected to rise across the province. On February 20, we learnt that our patients are suspected 
[of  being infected with the coronavirus]. The results of  the tests we sent on February 20 came 
back on March 1. Infectious disease doctors and specialists stated that these individuals are 
suffering from the coronavirus, because the patients’ lungs had turned entirely black. From 
around February 20, they learnt of  the existence of  this virus in the province, but only after 



RepoRts fRom KhoRasan Razavi pRovince
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the Parliamentary elections took place, i.e. from February 22 onwards, were all the hospitals 
isolated. Currently, several of  the province’s officials are hospitalized, including the Director 
General of  the Central Bank, the head of  the province’s Islamic Guidance Department, the 
former provincial governor and two or three other officials. A major problem is that all the 
hospital beds in the ICUs in the entire province are full and there are virtually no more ICU 
hospital beds.

Other reports via the MEK network in Golestan state: On February 29, the Health Ministry’s 
death toll for the province was at least 100, but the Health Ministry only announced a figure of  
22 deaths. On March 1, Golestan Province was marked as a Red state. In one night alone, 13 
people died in Sayyad Hospital in Gorgan. Some 1000 people have become infected. On March 
6, six people died in Bandar-e Gaz, while another 14 people died in Sayyad Hospital in Gorgan 
at night. On March 22, some 22 people in Gorgan, seven people in Ali-Abad, two people in 
Kord Kuy, three people in Bandar-e Gaz and one person in Bandar-e Torkeman lost their lives.

The regime’s lawmakers from this region have provided noteworthy information regarding the 
course of  the disease and the number of  victims, and this has been published by state media. 
For example, the state-run ILNA news agency on March 6 quoted Shahram Kouse Gharravi, 
an MP from the province, as saying: “The situation in Golestan Province is not very good, and the figures 
being given are not true.” (11)

The state-run Aftab News website on March 11 quoted Shahabaddin Bimeghdar, a lawmaker 
from Tabriz and member of  the parliament’s Councils and Domestic Affairs Committee, as 
saying: “One of  the lawmakers said that 40 people have died of  the coronavirus in one of  the small counties 
in Golestan Province. This was due to the Islamic propaganda conference in Qom, in which several people from 
the county had taken part.” (12)

According to a March 18 report from the country’s Cemetery Management Department, 
the coronavirus death toll in the main cemetery in Mashhad in Khorasan Razavi Province is 
between 25 and 28 per day.

According to a report from the Mashhad Medical Department, they had identified two 
coronavirus patients prior to the regime’s February 21 election, but this was not announced. 
Furthermore, prior to reaching Mashhad, the coronavirus had been spreading in Nishapur, 
and several people in Nishapur were suffering from the virus at the time. But a day after the 
election, the hospitals were ordered to be on alert to take preventative measures to counter the 
coronavirus.

Another report from the Mashhad Medical Department states: “Unfortunately, at the present time, 
coronavirus cases in Mashhad are on the rise, which is of  concern. If  it was tackled at the source in Qom, the 
provinces would not be in their current state. From day one, the Herasat (a section of  the Intelligence Ministry 

11 - https://www.ilna.news/3/881903
12 - https://aftabnews.ir/fa/news/641066
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On March 7, it was said at a session of  the Qazvin Provincial Supplies Council that coronavirus 
cases are on the rise and that it is foreseen that this rise in numbers would continue at least 
until early April. Across Qazvin Province, three or four of  the senior officials in the governor’s 
office and provincial departmental chiefs have contracted the virus. Some members of  the 
medical staff  have also contracted the virus.

Other reports via the MEK network in Qazvin Province state: According to a report on 
February 28, the coronavirus death toll in Qazvin stood at 60-70. Corona patients have been 
hospitalized in Buali and Velayat hospitals in the city. According to a separate report, as of  
March 5, some 80 people had died of  the coronavirus in Qazvin. One of  the reasons for the 
spread of  the virus in Qazvin is the lack of  masks, disinfectant gels and basic sanitary items.

that operates in governmental departments) instructed us not to announce the coronavirus cases, saying it would 
create panic. Whereas, if  information was properly provided, we would not have lost time, and we would have 
been much further ahead by now.” 
Other reports via the MEK network in Khorasan Razavi Province state: On March 1, the daily 
coronavirus death toll in Mashhad’s hospitals was between 30 to 45 people. It is said that in 
Hasheminejad Hospital, corpses are taken out after midnight, and families are told to go to the 
cemetery to collect them. On March 6, eight people died in ‘22 Bahman’ and Hakim hospitals 
in Nishapur, but the managers have been instructed not to announce the death toll for political 
reasons. On March 10: There have been some 800 deaths in Mashhad to date, and the city’s 
morgues are full and have no more capacity. On March 12, a doctor in Mashhad said that the 
real number of  coronavirus victims in Mashhad are ten times the figures announced by state 
media. In Kashmar, there were nine deaths and a large number of  people in quarantine. The 
first death in Kashmar was related to a traveler from the city of  Qom. On March 17, according 
to a report by a member of  the Imam Reza Hospital staff  in Mashhad, at least 30 people have 
died from the coronavirus in this hospital.



RepoRts fRom Yazd pRovince 

RepoRt fRom west azeRbaijan pRovince

A report by a manager at the Foundation of  Martyrs and Veterans in Yazd Province to the 
central management in Tehran on March 16 states: “The death toll in Yazd province is 126. Some 
46 people are diagnosed with the coronavirus and the rest are considered to have respiratory diseases etc. In the 
city of  Ardakan, six people have lost their lives due to the coronavirus. In Ardakan we currently have 22 ill 
veterans and 18 veterans with neurological seizures. So at least 40 of  them are veterans from Ardakan.”
The MEK network’s reports from Yazd Province indicate that on March 11, some 40 people 
lost their lives in Ardakan. On March 26, some 61 deaths were registered in Yazd’s Sadooghi 
Hospital alone. The coronavirus infection rate in Yazd is very high. The cities of  Meybod and 
Ardakan in Yazd have had a lot of  deaths.

The regime has been forced to admit to a part of  these truths. The state broadcaster’s news 
agency in Yazd Province on April 5, while quoting the speaker of  the National Headquarters 
for Fighting the Coronavirus, wrote: “In [Yazd] province 3203 have been hospitalized. Some 1164 have 
been infected with the coronavirus and 155 have lost their lives in [Yazd] province.” (13)

A report by the IRGC’s commanding office in Western Azerbaijan province indicates that as 
of  March 17 in the city of  Urmia and other cities of  this province, 344 people have lost their 
lives due to the coronavirus. But the official number announced is far less than that. In the 
coronavirus section of  Urmia Hospital, the situation is a total mess. There are many infected 
patients. The IRGC’s second makeshift hospital in Urmia has now been set up. They have also 
created another hospital with 120 beds. We have over 600 people hospitalized in the province. 
Yet, the number is not announced deliberately since this is a border province and sensitive.
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13 - http://tnews.ir/site/a927157613092.html



RepoRts fRom otheR pRovinces (14)

Report from Ilam Province: According to a report from the mullahs’ seminary in Ilam 
Province on February 22, six people in Sarableh(15) of  this province have been hospitalized 
since they are suspected of  having contracted the coronavirus.

Reports from Khuzestan Province: On March 7, at the Taleghani Hospital in the city of  
Abadan, which is used for coronavirus patients, at least 63 people passed away, and there are 
still 300 people diagnosed with the virus. The report from March 26 indicates that until then, 
only in the city of  Dezful, 45 people have lost their lives due to the coronavirus, and hospitals 
are filled with those infected with the virus.

Reports from Markazi Province: On March 1, some 10 people diagnosed with the 
coronavirus passed away at the Khansari Hospital in the city of  Arak, which is the center of  
quarantining. On March 5, some 30 people tested positive at a hospital in Arak, and nine of  
them passed away. Until now, out of  621 patients hospitalized with having the coronavirus 
symptoms, 209 have lost their lives in this province. On March 6, in the city of  Delijan, they 
secretly buried 30 corpses of  those who died because of  the coronavirus. The IRGC’s Passive 
Defense ordered relatives not to hold any funeral or announce their death to be due to the 
coronavirus. Delijan is a small city with 50,000 inhabitants. 

Reports from Lorestan Province: On March 31, at the Valian hospital in the city of  Ali-
Gudarz in Lorestan Province, 12 people lost their lives due to the coronavirus and 35 others 
were infected. In this hospital, starting January, there have been many people who had passed 
away because of  the coronavirus. Yet, their cause of  death has been announced as pulmonary 
disease. Anyone who announces the names of  the deceased is fired. 

Eyewitnesses from Al-Ashtar in Lorestan Province said that 30 people had died of  coronavirus 
as of  the afternoon of  Wednesday, March 11. The coronavirus has ravaged the city, and it takes 
lives daily. The reason for the massive spread of  the coronavirus is the relationships between 
some of  the regime’s affiliates with the mullahs in the city of  Qom, who had traveled to Qom 
in early February.

A report from the Al-Ashtar on April 1 indicates that so far over 200 people have lost their 
lives due to the coronavirus. Locals call this town “Lorestan’s Wuhan.”

Reports from Zanjan province, Saturday, March 28: In Vali-e-Asr Hospital in Zanjan, 
which is allocated to be used for coronavirus patients, 5 people die every day. The coronavirus 
deceased are buried outside the city in an area called Aliabad. The number of  people buried in 
Aliabad is about 70 so far. The dead from coronavirus were previously buried in the upper and 
lower cemeteries of  Zanjan and limestone was poured on them. It is 10 days now that due to 
the contamination of  the two cemeteries, entry to these cemeteries is prohibited for the public.

Reports from Kurdistan Province: On March 3, six people died in Tohid hospital alone in 
Sanandaj, but the cause was announced to be flu. In no death certificate the cause is written as 
coronavirus. In late February 2020, a citizen of  Saqqez died of  coronavirus disease. However, 
the real cause of  death was not said to his relatives and the regime’s agents told them that he 
had passed away because of  cardiac arrest due to respiratory problems. As a result, the relatives 
of  the deceased took the body for burial without any isolation measures. Due to contacts with 
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14 - These reports have been obtained by the MEK network in Iran’s various provinces and regions or via intelligence obtained 
from the regime’s departments or officials.
15 - The population of  this town is just 12,000.
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the deceased, therefore, many people have been infected, and eight people out of  those who 
attended the funeral have died by March 5.

Reports from Kermanshah province, March 5: Imam Reza, Taleghani and Mohammad 
Kermanshahi hospitals are full of  coronavirus patients. The death toll from the coronavirus in 
Kermanshah is said to be more than 500. In Golestan Hospital in Kermanshah alone, which 
was previously used for the accidents and burns, 70 coronavirus patients have died in recent 
days. In the Bagh Ferdows cemetery in Kermanshah, the regime forces are stationed and the 
gate of  the cemetery is closed, the traffic is controlled, and the bodies of  the coronavirus dead 
are buried at night.

Reports from Alborz province, March 3: According to a report received from the staff  of  a 
hospital in Karaj, 55 people have died in hospitals, and 1,500 are infected in Alborz province.

Report from Sistan and Baluchestan Province: On March 13, two people died of  coronavirus 
in Zabol, making the total number of  the deceased due to coronavirus as 14. The regime, 
however, has announced the death toll in this city as two.

Reports from Ardabil province, March 31, 2020: At least 10 coronavirus patients die every 
day in Khomeini Hospital in Ardabil alone. The hospital’s director recently said on television 
that he had at least 1,000 patients with coronavirus at his hospital. According to an informed 
source, the cause of  death of  most people who die from coronavirus is written in their death 
certificates as “respiratory disease”. The mullahs’ regime does not announce the cause of  their 
death as coronavirus. Patients with coronavirus are hospitalized in Khomeini, Fatemi, Imam 
Reza and Social Security hospitals of  the city.

A woman mourns during a funeral held at Beheshte Masoumeh Cemetery for the victims of  the new coronavirus in Qom, Iran
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Chapter 2 
the Regime’s public stances and RepoRts on 
figuRes

In addition to some of  the confessions and statements of  the regime’s officials mentioned 
above, there are lots of  documents, confessions and articles that have been published by 
official authorities of  the regime or in the state media that reveal the falsity of  the official 
statistics announced by the regime. These official and public articles confirm the reports that 
have been secretly presented by the officials and organs of  the regime or has been reported 
from the scene by the Iranian Resistance’s nationwide network in different provinces.

Regime’s admission to falsity of  its figures:
The figures given by the regime is so untrue that its falsity could be seen in dozens of  regime 
officials’ statements in different provinces and government media. For example:

Ensaf  News, March 4: Massoud Pezeshkian, Minister of  Health during Khatami’s 
government and current deputy speaker of  parliament: “The figures are not real, because some 
of  the patients have no symptoms at all to make us test them. We only test 95 people, two of  whom would 
die, and then we announce that out of  100 people, these number (two) have died; whereas they are not only 
100 people; maybe two percent out of  10,000 people have died. I don’t have the statistics, but the members 
of  parliament, who were all apparently healthy and were tested this way, a significant number of  them have 
been tested positive. The same appies to the society and the people who have not been tested. If  they were 
tested, they would be positive too. This must be taken seriously, while we are not.” (16) 

ISNA, March 13 – Letter of  Mohammad Reza Najafi, a member of  parliament from 
Tehran, to Hassan Rouhani: “Despite the policy we have to pretend everything is norman, the crisis 
is flaring up and the golden hours of  controlling it are being lost…The number of  the infected that the 
headquarters’ spokesman announces every day is (just) the number of  those who have been tested and are 
positive. There are several times more who are infected and rightly stay at home ... We are approaching the 
hourly control stage of  the crisis .”(17) 

Hamdeli Newspaper, March 1, 2020: “The real number of  people infected with this virus is in 
a state of  ambiguity. The statistics announced officially are very different from the statistics of  unofficial 
sources and some international sources ... Every moment with the increase in the number of  victims of  
this virus, the people’s stress increases. Different and contradictory statistics on the number of  victims 
and sufferers of  this Chinese virus adds to the fear and anxiety of  the people and has multiplied it. The 
Ministry of  Health’s statistics are not only inconsistent with unofficial sources, but also inconsistent with 
the statistics of  some of  the country’s officials. For example, on Monday last week, on the same day that 
the Minister of  Health announced the death toll in a closed session of  the parliament at 12, Ahmad 
Amirabadi Farahani, the Qom MP, said the death toll in the city was 50. Yesterday, Saturday, February 
29, the spokesman for the Iranian Ministry of  Health put the death toll from the coronavirus at 43, 
and 593 for the infected; while unofficial sources put the death toll at more than 200 and the infected at 
hundreds. Reuters reported on Friday evening, February 28, that according to hospital sources in Iran, the 

16 - http://www.ensafnews.com/219550/%D9%BE%D8%B2%D8%B4%DA%A9%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-
%DA%A9%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7
17 - https://www.isna.ir/news/98122317458/%D9%86%D8



death toll from the outbreak of  coronavirus in Iran is more than 210.” (18)
 

On March 9, Mostafa Faghihi, the editor-in-chief  of  the news site Entekhab, wrote: “The 
number of  suspected deaths due to coronavirus is 2,000 (ten times the state official figures). More than 130 
people died in Tehran and Gilan alone yesterday.”  Tehran’s prosecutor’s office summoned him to 
court on March 10 for posting the tweet.(19)
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aRRest and tRial of suppRessive oRgan’s 
individuals who disclosed the numbeR 
of fatalities

In order to prevent the publication of  the real figures, the mullahs’ regime’s judiciary has 
arrested and punished the individuals who tried to figure out the real number of  fatalities. The 
following press QAs with the Judiciary spokesman is very clear in this regard: 

Q: A footage was posted of  a nurse who claimed a high number of  patients in their hospital. She was 
arrested by the IRGC’s intelligence. It was proved that she was not among the medical staff  of  any 
hospital. What measures the judiciary is going to take to prevent such activities? 
Esmaili: The judiciary has formed special branches to deal with such individuals, both in the public 
prosecutor’s office and in the court. The State Security Force and the police have been instructed to identify 
and prosecute these people. They had a good approach. A number of  them were identified and prosecuted… 
The news about her arrest is not true and she is under prosecution. Others have been arrested in other 
provinces. 

• ANA news agency wrote on March 10 about two individuals who announced figures other 
than what was told officially: “This morning, Mostafa Faqihi, the owner of  Entekhab website, and 
Hossein Dehbashi, the documenter, were summoned to the prosecutor’s office on the order of  a judicial 
official to provide their evidence regarding their claims published on recent days about the number of  the 
infected and deceased because of  the outbreak of  coronavirus.”(20)

 

• IRNA, state-run news agency, 27 Mach 2020: “Deputy Chief  of  FATA Police informed of  the 
special working group of  monitoring and technical analysis of  the news and information on the virtual 
space regarding the coronavirus outbreak and said: “Based on monitoring and technical analysis of  the 
news, information, and footages published on the virtual space regarding the coronavirus outbreak, 998 
cases have been counted, 974 out of  which have been identified and judicial dossiers have been filed for 316 
of  them.” (21)

 

18 - http://www.hamdelidaily.ir/?post=1484
19 - The regime’s official statistics of  the deceased announced on February 28 was 237, and the one announced by the NCRI was 
2600. 
20 - https://ana.ir/fa/news/39/477336
21 - https://www.irna.ir/news/83725730
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confession to hush up the Real figuRes 
foR secuRitY Reasons

Iran state-run media have also written about hushing up the figures upon the regime’s security 
agencies. Some examples: 

• - Ressalt daily, 29 February, 2020: “We cannot announce the number of  infected nurses. These 
numbers are fully classified and will not be disclosed to anybody. Even the head of  the hospital my not have 
the number of  coronavirus patients. If  a coronavirus patient refers to the hospital, the hospital supervisor 
will not be told about it. There are special channels for that and nobody other than the Health Ministry 
officials is not aware of  that.” (22)

• - The supervisor of  Yaft-Abad hospital of  Tehran wrote in a classified report on 1 
March 2020: “Our main dilemma in this crisis was that we didn’t inform the accurate 
information to the people and didn’t provide them with precise information. The fear and 
making everything political and security endangers the safety of  the people. It has been so 
always.”

• - Jahan-e Sanat daily, 1 March 2020: “There is an interesting wave among the officials that they 
smilingly announce one after the other that they are infected by coronavirus, whereas the people do not believe 
them. They’d better tell the people the real figures instead of  such childish behavior. With the security view 
in the country, the official prefer to export coronavirus all across the country and even to other countries 
but not quarantine Qom. Why shouldn’t the lives of  people be of  no value? …Regarding this coronavirus 
disease, they kept saying till last day that there is no sign of  this virus in Iran, and just the night before the 
election day, the were forced to tell part of  the reality to the people. The people have no role in this game. 
When the people are outraged, they will burn everyone, and no one will be able to stop their fury.” (23)

• - Hamdeli daily, 1 March 2020: Let’s hear the voice of  crises. “In publishing the coronavirus 
figures, the public opinion knows the number of  infected and deceases better.” (24)

22 - http://paper.resalat-news.ir/newspaper/item/70465
23 - https://jahanesanat.ir/?p=37886
24 - http://www.hamdelidaily.ir/?post=1468
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Rouhani’s lies; his conceRn and angeR 
befoRe the Real figuRes

In order to cover up the spread of  the illness, the mullahs’ regime’s officials, especially Hassan 
Rouhani, pretend that everything is normal, and show their anger and concern in the face of  
the Iranian Resistance and other authorities that disclose the real figures of  the coronavirus 
catastrophe in Iran. Here are some examples:

News Network TV, state-run TV- 29 March 2020 quoting Hassan Rouhani as saying: “This 
morning, Dr. Namaki, the Health Minister, compared Iran with other countries that are engaged with this 
disease, and Iran’s rank was acceptable! Either as to treatment of  those who are infected and this number are 
cured; their number is acceptable, or our capability. Today, we have both beds (in hospitals) and also ICU, and 
also the equipment whose number is acceptable and also the number of  the deceased!!...When these numbers 
are compared with those of  other countries, even the European and western countries, we are in conditions!! We 
hope that we shall reach an acceptable rank at the end of  this process!”  

The image on the left shows at least 56 body bags awaiting burial at a facility at the main cemetery in Qom. Right: a grave dug for 
coronavirus victims in Langeroud county in Gilan province, with concrete blocks to separate the bodies.
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Chapter 3
evaluation and analYsis of media outlets

In their analysis on Coronavirus outbreak in Iran, based on interviews with medical centers and 
Iranian physicians across the country, the International media including the US, the UK, French, 
German, and ... main streams dispute Iranian regime’s figures saying the real figures are much 
higher. 

• Bloomberg website, February 27, 2020: The official figure is close to twenty, 
however, unofficial figures are close to 100. The government’s first reaction to this issue 
was falsification and pretending that nothing has happened.

• Radio France International, April 1, 2020: “Many Iranian doctors, who did not want their 
names to be disclosed, in conversation with French daily, Le Monde, believed the figure given by the 
Ministry of  Health about the number of  victims of  Coronavirus was false. Some of  these doctors told 
Le Monde that upon the orders of  the authorities, hospitals describe the cause of  death for the victims 
of  Coronavirus as being ailments such as kidney dysfunction in a bid to keep the number of  victims 
down. The same sources added, if  families of  the victims dispute such claims, they will be denied access 
to the deceased. In addition, death certificate for Coronavirus victims takes 15 days to be issued in 
Iran.” (25)

• Deutsche Welle Radio of  Germany, March 6, 2020:  According to the official 
figures by the Ministry of  Health of  the Islamic Republic of  Iran until March 16, four 
thousand and 747 of  the Coronavirus cases had been identified and 124 died because 
of  their infection. Many Iranians, and even some of  the parliamentary deputies of  the 
Islamic Consultative Council, consider figures announced by the authorities to be false 
and believe that the number of  victims and those with Coronavirus in Iran to be far 
greater than the official figures. 

• Radio Farda, March 6: … regarding the number of  deaths, even if  we were to believe 
the official figures of  the Islamic Republic, Iran is second to China as of  today. Other 
media, based on well-informed sources within the Iranian health system, have put the 
number of  deaths several times greater than the official figures. 

• BBC, February 29: The Iranian government has officially announced that 593 people 
have been infected with the coronavirus so far (Saturday, February 29) and 43 have 
died. In this regard, according to the information received from hospital sources, 
until the evening of  Thursday, March 27, a total of  at least 210 people have died in 
various cities in Iran due to the coronavirus. This figure has been denied by the Iranian 
authorities.

• Le Figaro, March 15, 2020 – Javaid Rehman, the UN rapporteur on human rights, 
regretted last week that “the state has done too little and too late”, with the first case of  
infection officially recognised on 19 February only. Some sources close to the Iranian 
opposition estimate that there are, in fact, ten times as many deaths and people infected. 
While the government has been accused of  hiding the scale of  the epidemic, Khamenei 
announced Friday that security forces will take charge of  the fight against the virus.(26)

25 - http://www.rfi.fr/fa/%87/20200331-%
26 - https://www.lefigaro.fr/international/le-regime-iranien-depasse-par-la-catastrophe-sanitaire-20200315
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• Washington Times, March 5, 2020: At least 107 people have died from the virus, 
with over 3,000 others infected, state media announced Thursday. Uniquely, senior 
members of  the theocratic regime and the national legislature have been infected, and 
many believe the government is covering up the true death toll from the outbreak. 
Sources in local health and government offices within Iran suggest that over 1,000 
people have died from the disease, as footage emerges of  an overflow of  bodies piling 
up in morgues.

• Le Monde, April 4, 2010: On Friday 3 April, the daily death toll issued by the Iranian 
authorities reached 3,294. However, the actual figures would be much higher according 
to the widely shared opinion of  Iranian medical sources regularly consulted by Le 
Monde since February. The authorities reacted with delay and inconsistency to the 
Covid-19 epidemic.(27)

 

• Radio Farda on 15 March 20: “According to the figures collected by Radio Farda 
from various remarks by local officials and sources of  the Ministry of  Health, 77,782 
people have been hospitalized in 31 provinces of  Iran due to their clinical symptoms. 
“These figures also show that 5,915 people have lost their lives in 31 provinces of  Iran.(28)

conclusion

A. Information gathered from different Iranian provinces, official affirmations in the 
regime’s media, and international experts’ leave no doubt as to the enormous lying and cover-
up by the regime in respect of  figures related to coronavirus infection rate in the country.

B. Hundreds of  facts from different provinces in the country show that by its –at 
least three week delay, if  not more, in announcing the virus outbreak, the regime caused 
the uncontrollable spread of  the infection all over Iran. This delay is the main reason for 
unreasonable lying by the regime’s highest officials as to the reality of  the pandemic. 

C. Hundreds of  facts from every Iranian province and city show that the official count 
is five to ten times less than the actual figure concerning the spread of  the virus. Estimations 
from inside the regime, as well as international experts’ views, confirm the statistics. 

Reuters news agency on March 16 quoted Dr. Rick Brinan, regional manager for the WHO: 
“Iran has the third-highest caseload after China and Italy, with nearly 13,000 confirmed cases.”

However, Brennan, who just returned from a mission to Iran last week, said that “the number 
of  cases reported could represent only about a fifth of  the real numbers. “

But because of  the extensive spread of  the virus in the remotest villages and deprived parts 
of  the country, and the general repression on the part of  the regime as well as the limits of  
WHO’s mission throughout Iran, the true extent of  the disaster can exceed the estimation. 

27 - https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2020/04/04/en-raison-du-coronavirus-l-iran-demande-la-levee-des-sanctions-
americaines_6035565_3210.html
28 - https://www.radiofarda.com/a/30529004.html
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D. By providing correct figures on the coronavirus spread in Iran, the NCRI and the MEK 
informed the world public opinion of  the danger threatening the Iranian people as well as the 
people of  the region and the world through the mullahs’ regime’s cover-up. 

E. The lengthy criminal cover-up was the most crucial factor contributing to the 
explosive spread of  COVID-19 in Iran and the loss of  thousands of  lives and the regional 
contamination. This deliberate crime by the regime depicts a terrible catastrophe waiting for 
the Iranian people in the future because of  the coronavirus spread.

F. The mullahs’ regime cover-up of  the coronavirus spread is a flagrant violation of  
WHO’s rules, especially that of  the body’s general assembly resolution adopted in 2005.  
Article six of  the said resolution signed, among others, by the regime, is explicit: “All member 
countries should, under 24 hours, report incidents susceptible to be an international health 
emergency as well as medical measures undertaken against those incidents by the most suitable 
means to the WHO.” Khamenei and Rouhani and other ranking officials of  the regime should 
thus stand before international justice on charges of  crime against 
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