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Statement by Nobel Laureates on Human Rights 
Violations in Iran 

January 2026 

We, the Nobel Laureates, express our deep and remorseful concern at the gross and 

shocking violations of the rights of Iranian citizens and their massacres by the dictatorial 

regime in Iran. The regime’s behavior, both in its relentless repression of the Iranian 

people and in its cross-border actions that fuel violence around the world, has raised 

serious concerns for the consciences of all civilized peoples. 

 

We particularly strongly condemn the use of lethal weapons and the opening of fire on 

Iranian demonstrators, ordered by the regime’s Supreme Leader. Demonstrators have 

taken to the streets since late December to protest against repression, structural corruption, 

systematic looting, and rampant inflation. Credible human rights reports show that 

thousands of innocent citizens have lost their lives to security forces, and regime agents 

have even stormed hospitals and shot the wounded or arrested them and transferred them 

to detention centers with horrific conditions. 

 

The demonstrators, shouting for freedom, reject any dictatorship, whether monarchical or 

religious, and call for a democratic, pluralistic, and corruption-free republic. To prevent 

this uprising, the Iranian regime has executed more than 2,200 people in 2025 alone, 

according to official statistics. The number of executions recorded in December 2025 

alone reached a shocking and unprecedented figure of 403. Despite such brutal and 

shameless repression, the regime has not been able to prevent the uprising of the freedom-
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loving and courageous people of Iran. They deserve the strong and unwavering support of 

the free world. 

 

We, the Nobel Prize laureates, welcome the position of the UN Secretary-General and 

other world leaders in condemning the repression and killing of demonstrators in Iran, and 

call on them to support and take practical steps to support the Iranian people's uprising for 

change, freedom, and social justice, thereby helping Iran join the community of democratic 

nations. 

 

Signatories: 

1. President Jose Ramos-Horta, Nobel Prize, Peace 1996, Timor-Leste. 

President of Timor-Leste Since 2022 

2. Honorable Lech Walesa, Nobel Prize, Peace 1983, Poland, President of 

Poland 1990-1995 

3. Professor Daron Acemoglu, Nobel prize, Economics 2024, Turkey-USA 

4. Professor Pierre Agostini, Nobel Prize, Physics 2023, France 

5. Professor Peter Agre, Nobel Prize, Chemistry 2003, USA 

6. Professor Harvey J Alter, Nobel Prize, Medicine 2020, USA 

7. Professor Victor Ambros, Nobel Prize, Medicine 2024, USA 

8. Honorable Oscar Arias, Nobel Prize, peace, 1987, President of Costa Rica 

2006-2010, Costa Rica 

9. Professor Francess Arnold, Nobel Prizr, Chemistry 2018, USA 

10. Professor Alain Aspect, Nobel Prize, Physics 2022, France 

11. Professor Robert Aumann, Nobel Prize, Economics 2005, USA-Israel 

12. Professor Barry C Barish, Nobel prize, Physics 2017, USA 

13. Professor Moungi Bawendi, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2023, USA-Tunisia-

France 

14. Professor Georg Bednorz, Noble prize, Physics 1987, Germany 

15. Mr. Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo, Nobel Prize, Peace 1996, East Timor 

16. Professor Bruce Beutler, Nobel prize, Medicine 2011, USA 
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17. Professor William Campbell, Nobel Prize, Medicine 2015, Ireland-USA 

18. Professor Mario Capecchi, Nobel Prize, Medicine 2007, Italy-USA 

19. Professor Thomas Cech, Nobel Prize, Chemistry 1989, USA 

20. Professor Aaron Ciechanover, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2004, Israel 

21. Professor Elias Corey, Nobel prize, Chemistry 1990, USA 

22. Ms. Mairead Corrigan Maguire, Nobel prize, Peace 1976, Northern Ireland 

23. Professor Johann Deisenhofer, Nobel prize, Chemistry 1988, USA 

24. Professor Francois Englert, Nobel prize, Physics 2013, Belgium 

25. Professor Annie Ernaux, Nobel Prize, Literature 2022, France 

26. Professor Gerhard Ertl, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2007, Germany 

27. Mr. Adolfo Perez Esquivel, Nobel prize, Peace 1980, Argentine 

28. Professor Joachim Frank, Nobel Prize, Chemistry 2017, USA-Germany 

29. Professor Jerome Friedman, Nobel prize, Physics 1990, USA 

30. Ms. Leymah Roberta Gbowee, Nobel prize, Peace 2011, Liberia 

31. Professor Reinhard Genzel, Nobel prize, Physics 2020, Germany 

32. Professor Sheldon Glashow, Nobel prize, Physics 1979, USA 

33. Professor David Gross, Nobel prize, Physics 2004, USA 

34. Professor John Lewis Hall, Nobel prize, Physics 2005, USA 

35. Professor Peter Handke, Nobel prize, Literature 2019, Austria 

36. Professor Oliver Hart, Nobel prize, Economics 2016, USA 

37. Professor Alan Heeger, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2000, USA 

38. Professor Richard Henderson, Nobel prize, Chemistry, 2017, UK 

39. Professor Avram Hershko, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2004, Israel-Hungary 

40. Professor Geoffrey Hinton, Nobel prize, Physics 2024, Canada 

41. Professor Jules Hoffmann, Nobel prize, Medicine 2011, France 
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42. Professor Roald Hoffmann, Nobel prize, Chemistry 1981, USA 

43. Professor Bengt Holmstrom, Nobel Prize, Economics 2016, Finland 

44. Professor Gerardus ‘t Hooft, Nobel prize, Physics 1999, the Netherlands 

45. Professor Michael Houghton, Nobel prize, Medicine 2020, UK 

46. Professor Anne l'Huillier, Nobel prize, Physics, 2023, Sweden 

47. Dr. Tim Hunt, Nobel Prize, Medicine 2001, UK 

48. Professor Louis Ignarro, Nobel prize, Medicine 1998, USA 

49. Sir Kazuo Ishiguro, Nobel prize, Literature, 2017, UK 

50. Ms. Elfriede Jelinek, Noble prize, Literature 2004, Austria 

51. Professor Brian Josephson, Nobel prize, Physics 1973, UK 

52. Professor Takaaki Kajita, Nobel Prize, Physics 2015, Japan 

53. Professor Brian Kobilka, Nobel Prize, Chemistry 2012, USA 

54. Professor Roger D. Kornberg, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2006, USA 

55. Professor Ferenc Krausz, Nobel prize, Physics 2023, Austria-Hungary 

56. Professor Juan Lee, Nobel Prize, Chemistry 1988, USA-China 

57. Professor Robert Lefkowitz, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2012, USA 

58. Professor Jean-Marie Lehn, Nobel prize, Chemistry 1987, France 

59. Professor Rudolph Marcus, Nobel Prize, Chemistry 1992, USA-Canada 

60. Professor Eric Maskin, Nobel prize, Economics 2007, USA 

61. Professor John Mather, Nobel Prize, Physics 2006, USA 

62. Ms. Oleksandra Matvichuk, Nobel prize, Peace 2022, Ukraine 

63. Professor Michel Mayor, Nobel prize, Physics 2019, Switzerland 

64. Professor Arthur McDonald, Nobel prize, Physics 2015, Canada 

65. Professor David MacMillan, Nobel Prize, Chemistry 2021, UK 

66. Professor Craig Mello, Nobel Prize, Medicine 2006, USA 
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67. Professor Hartmut Michel, Nobel prize, Chemistry 1988, Germany 

68. Professor Paul Milgrom, Nobel prize, Economics 2020, USA 

69. Professor Patrick Modiano, Nobel prize, Literature 2014, France 

70. Professor Paul Modrich, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2015, USA 

71. Professor William Moerner, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2014, USA 

72. Professor Edvard Moser, Nobel Prize, Medicine 2014, Norway 

73. Professor May-Britt Moser, Nobel Prize, Medicine 2014, Norway 

74. Ms. Herta Muller, Nobel Prize, Literature 2009, Germany 

75. Mr. Dmitry Muratov, Nobel Prize, Peace2021, Russia 

76. Professor Roger Myerson, Nobel prize, Economics 2004, USA 

77. Professor Konstantin Novoselov, Nobel Prize, Physics 2010, Russia-UK 

78. Professor Orhan Pamuk, Nobel Prize, Literature 2006, Turkey-USA 

79. Professor Ardem Patapoutian, Nobel prize, Medicine 2021, Lebanon USA 

80. Professor Edmund Phelps, Nobel prize, Economics 2006, USA 

81. Professor William Phillips, Nobel prize, Physics 1997, USA 

82. Professor Christopher Pissarides, Nobel Prize, Economics 2010, Cyprus-UK 

83. Professor John Polanyi, Nobel Prize, Chemistry 1986, Canada 

84. Professor Venkatraman RamaKrishnan, Nobel Prize, Chemistry 2009, US-UK-

India 

85. Professor Sir Peter Ratcliffe, Nobel Prize, Medicine 2019, UK 

86. Professor Charles M. Rice, Nobel prize, Medicine 2020, USA 

87. Professor Adam Riess, Nobel Prize, Physics 2011, USA 

88. Professor Sir Richard J. Roberts, Nobel prize, Medicine 1993, UK-USA 

89. Professor Michael Rosbash, Nobel prize, Medicine 2017, USA 

90. Professor Gary Ruvkun, Nobel prize, Medicine 2024, USA 

91. Mr. Kaylash Satyarthi, Nobel prize, Peace 2014, India 
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92. Professor Jean-Pierre Sauvage, Nobel prize, Chemistry, 2016, France 

93. Professor Randy Schekman, Nobel prize, Medicine 2013, USA 

94. Professor Richard Schrock, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2005, USA 

95. Professor Gregg Semenza, Nobel prize, Medicine 2019, USA 

96. Professor Danny Shechtman, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2011, Israel 

97. Professor Vernon Smith, Nobel prize, Economics, 2002, USA 

98. Professor Wole Soyinka, Nobel prize, Literature 1986, Nigeria 

99. Professor Donna Strickland, Nobel Prize, Physics 2018, Canada 

100. Professor Jack Szostak, Nobel prize, Medicine 2009, USA 

101. Professor Joseph H. Taylor, Nobel prize, Physics 1993, US 

102. Professor Kip Thorne, Nobel prize, Physics 2017, USA 

103. Professor Olga Tokarczuk, Nobel Prize, Literature 2018, Poland 

104. Professor Harold Varmus, Nobel prize, Medicine, 1989, USA 

105. Professor Klaus von Klitzing, Nobel Prize, Physics 1985, Germany 

106. Professor Sir John Walker, Nobel prize, Chemistry 1998, UK 

107. Professor Arieh Warshel, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2013, USA-Israel 

108. Professor Torsten Wiesel, Nobel prize, Medicine 1981, Sweden 

109. Professor Eric Wieschaus, Nobel prize, Medicine, 1995, USA 

110. Ms. Jody Williams, Nobel prize, Peace 1997, USA 

111. Professor Robert Wilson, Nobel prize, Physics 1978, USA 

112. Professor David J. Wineland, Nobel prize, Physics 2012, USA 

113. Professor Gregory Winter, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2018, UK 

 


