
 

Joint Statement by Nobel Laureates Addressed to the Secretary-

General of the United Nations on Human Rights Violations in Iran 
 June 2026 

Your Excellency Mr. Secretary-General, 

We, the undersigned Nobel Laureates, with profound respect for the history, civilization, and 
rich culture of the people of Iran, wish to express our deep and urgent concern regarding the 

widespread, systematic, and ongoing violations of human rights in Iran. 

Human rights are universal and inalienable. The right to life, freedom of expression, freedom of 
thought, freedom of assembly, the right to a fair trial, and freedom from torture are among the 

most fundamental principles of human dignity. Yet for decades, the people of Iran have been 
deprived of these most basic rights. 

We are deeply alarmed by reports that the ruling theocracy in Iran has initiated a new wave of 
executions targeting dozens of political prisoners. According to the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, tens of detainees have been executed since the onset of these 
events, including individuals accused of participating in the January 2026 protests, engaging in 

political activities, or affiliating with opposition, the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran 
(PMOI/MEK). According to the same source, more than 4,000 individuals have also been 
arrested during this period on security-related grounds. 

These developments are unfolding amid numerous reports and estimates indicating a 

devastatingly high number of deaths during the suppression of the January protests. Some 
sources speak of “several thousand” victims — a scale of tragedy to which even certain Iranian 

officials have alluded. 

We, the undersigned, therefore, call for: 

• The immediate halt of executions, particularly in cases of a political nature. 
• The release of political prisoners and detained protesters. 

• Unrestricted access for international monitoring mechanisms to detention centers and 

independent oversight of detainees’ conditions. 
• We further urge democratic governments and institutions to reassess their relations with 



Iran and to make the abolition of the death penalty a fundamental benchmark in all 

diplomatic engagement. 

International silence serves as a green light for repression; and with every passing day that this 

silence endures, another noose is tightened around another human life. 

On June 20, 2026 — commemorated as the Day of Martyrs and Political Prisoners — more 

than one hundred thousand Iranians and supporters of Free Iran will gather in Paris to 

raise a voice that cannot be ignored by the world: a call to save the lives of political 

prisoners facing execution. What will be proclaimed in Paris is precisely the message this 

statement seeks to convey. 

We believe that the achievement of democracy in Iran must come without war, without foreign 
military intervention, and without any return to dictatorship — whether under the guise of 
monarchy or religious absolutism. The future of Iran must be determined solely by the people of 

Iran through their free and sovereign will. 

In this context, the plan presented by the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI) for the 
establishment of a temporary transitional government and the transfer of sovereignty to the 

people — as articulated in Mrs. Maryam Rajavi’s Ten-Point Plan — which has been supported 
by many of us before, offers a clear and democratic vision for Iran’s peaceful transition toward 
freedom and popular sovereignty. 
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1. President Jose Ramos-Horta, Nobel Prize, Peace 1996, Timor-Leste. President of 

Timor-Leste Since 2022 
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42. Professor Roger D. Kornberg, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2006, USA 

43. Professor Ference Krausz, Nobel prize, Physics 2023, Austria-Hungary 

44. Professor Robert Lefkowitz, Nobel prize, Chemistry 2012, USA 
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