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For immediate release – Wednesday 6 February 2013 
 

Urgent action to condemn and stop executions in Iran 

We are deeply concerned by the increase in number of executions in Iran.  Some 600 people 

have been executed in 2012, including many in public. Two young men at the age of 20 and 23, 

accused of stealing 35 Euros were hanged brutally in public in a park in Tehran on January 16, 

2013, in front of their terrified family members and their horrified and crying young sisters. The 

right hand of a 29-year-old man was cut in public on 24 January.   

Thousands of prisoners are on death row including political prisoners from Kurdish, Balouch and 

Arab ethnic minorities, those affiliated with the PMOI and even prisoners under age of 18.  

Three political prisoners were killed under torture in December 2012.   

Mr. Gholamreza Khosrawi, a supporter PMOI whose death sentence has been reaffirmed by the 

regime’s Supreme Court could face execution any moment. Mr. Khosravi has been charged with 

providing financial support to opposition satellite TV channel. 

The leadership, high ranking judiciary, military and intelligence officials of the Iranian 

government are responsible for the execution of more than 120,000 political prisoners since the 

beginning of the revolution in Iran, including the massacre of over 30,000 political prisoners in 

span of few months in 1988. 

We urge the government of Belgium to condemn the continuation of torture and executions in 

Iran in the strongest terms, and to take urgent measures to stop this criminal trend, which is 

indeed unique in 21
st
 century.  

 

Senator Dirk Claes (CD&V), Leader of Flemish Christian Democratic Group in Belgian 

Senate.  President of Belgian Committee of Parliamentarians for a Democratic Iran     

 

Senator Nele Lijnen (Open VLD), Chair of Equal Rights Committee in Belgian Senate 

 

Patrick Moriau, Member of Federal Parliament, French Socialists (PS) 

David Clarinval, Member of Federal Parliament from the French Liberals (MR) 

Gerald Kindremans, Quaestor of the Federal Parliament (CD&V) 

Peter Van Rompuy - Member of the Flemish Parliament 


